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December 3, 2007

Dear Members of the Senate Budget & Appropriations Committee:

RE: Support S-1761 / A-3027 the “Violence Prevention in Health Care Facilities Act” and
S-1758 / A-3028, the “Safe Patient Handling Act.”

The New Jersey State AFL-CIO supports S-1761 / A-3027 the “Violence Prevention in
Health Care Facilities Act” and S-1758 / A-3028, the “Safe Patient Handling Act.” We respectfully
ask for your support of these two bills.

Health care professionals often confront strenuous and unsafe working conditions on a daily
basis. These workers deserve to work in an environment free of such hazards. Statistics show that
almost half of all non-fatal injuries from assault and violence against workers occur in health care
and social service settings. Furthermore, more than half of health care workers surveyed suffered
chronic pain associated with patient handling activities.

The “Violence Prevention in Health Care Facilities Act” seeks to incorporate OSHA
guidelines and requires health care facilities to establish violence prevention committees.

The “Safe Patient Handling Act” requires that all health care facilities adopt a safe patient
handling program.

Thank you for your consideration of these legislative priorities to help protect health care
workers. If you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to

contact us.
() Sincerely,
Charles Wowkanech Laurel Brennan
President Secretary/Treasurer
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